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Annual  Report 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Wath  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  again  my  privilege  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  1957. 
Cases  of  measles  appear  to  be  following  the  trend  which  is  generally 
found,  occurring  mainly  every  second  year,  the  intervening  3^ear 
being  comparatively  free.  Apart  from  these  cases  the  District 
seems  to  be  singularly  free  from  infectious  disease. 

In  spite  of  freedom  from  preventable  disease,  nevertheless  the 
acceptance  of  vaccination  against  smallpox  and  poliomyelitis, 
and  inasmuch  against  whooping  cough  and  diphtheria  is  commend- 
ably  high,  and  during  the  year  good  p»rogress  was  made  in  vaccin¬ 
ating  those  children  who  registered  for  poliomyelitis  vaccine.  In 
many  cases  this  involved  a  fair  amount  of  travelling  to  the  nearest 
session  of  the  mobile  clinic.  Girls  in  residence  at  Skellfield  School 
were  brought  into  the  scheme  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  they 
have  since  been  completed. 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  has  been  an  aj)parent  fall  in  the 
birth  rate  to  more  reasonable  numbers.  An  error  in  the  Registrar- 
General’s  figures  was  discovered,  probabty  extending  over  several 
years,  causing  a  number  of  births  occurring  in  an  adjacent  district 
to  be  ascribed  to  this  District.  Figures  quoted  in  this  report  are 
taken  from  my  own  records  and  are  accurate. 

A  problem  which  is  becoming  increasingly  important  is  the 
care  of  aged  persons  living  alone.  A  typical  feature  is  that  of  the 
elderly  widow  living  in  surroundings  which  gradually  deteriorate. 
Internal  and  often  external  care  of  the  property  suffers  first. 
Replacement  of  household  furnishings  becomes  neglected,  followed 
by  neglect  of  clothing,  cleanliness  and  food.  Often  these  people 
of  an  independent  spirit  will  either  not  seek  or  even  refuse  the 
assistance  to  which  they  are  entitled,  becoming  quite  oblivious  of 
the  frightful  state  to  which  they  have  descended,  causing  anxiety 
to  neighbours  and  to  those  whose  work  takes  them  into  their 
service.  Fear  of  the  '  workhouse  ’  still  lingers,  is  a  very  real  fear, 
and  exceedingly  difficult  to  dispel. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  GRAY, 

M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Healtlh 
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STATISTICS  AND  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  AREA. 
Description. 

The  area  comprising  the  Rural  District  of  Wath  is  situated  in 
the  extreme  south-south-west  corner  of  the  North  Riding  and  forms 
a  portion  of  the  boundary  with  the  West  Riding.  It  lies  in  the 
Vale  of  York,  and  agriculture,  which  forms  the  principal  industry, 
is  carried  on  on  excellent  land.  The  axea  is  bounded  on  the  East 
by  the  River  Swale  and  on  the  West  by  the  River  Ure  and  is  reason¬ 
ably  well  watered. 


Statistics. 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population 
(mid-1957) 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  the  Rate  Book  (including  48 
married  quarters) 

Area  in  acres  ... 

Number  of  parishes  ... 

Rateable  Value  (as  at  1st  April,  1957)  ... 

Estimated  product  of  a  Penny  Rate 


719 

17007 

II 

/40046 

£164 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Live  Births. 


M  ales 

Females 

Total, 

Legitimate 

22 

22 

44 

Illegitimate 

1 

2 

o 

o 

23 

24 

47 

Rate  per  thousand  of  the  population —  Uncorrected  12.3 

Corrected  16.9 

Still  Births. 

1  legitimate  male  child  was  born  dead. 

Deaths.  *  Males  Females  Total 

Deaths  from  all  causes  15  11  26 

Rate  per  thousand  of  the  population —  Uncorrected  6.5 

Corrected  10.7 

Note  : — Crude  birth  and  Death  Rates  are  corrected  by  means  of  an 
Area  Comparability  Factor  supplied  each  year  by  the 
Registrar-General.  They  allow  for  the  varving  age  and 
sex  distribution  of  each  district  and  enable  comparisons 
to  be  made  with  other  areas  and  for  the  whole  country. 
This  year  the  factor  for  births  is  1.38  and  for  deaths  1.65. 

^1  AT  e  rn  al  Mo  reality  . 

No  deaths  of  mothers  in  childbirth  occurred  during  the  year. 

Infant  Mortality. 

Three  deaths  of  infants  took  place,  1  being  less  than  4  weeks 

old  and  two  under  the  age  of  1  year. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  is  46.0  per  1,000  live  births. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Registrar  General’s  Return. 


1. 

Diseases. 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  . 

M 

F 

Total 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

- 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease  ... 

- 

- 

- 

4. 

Diphtheria  ... 

- 

- 

- 

5. 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

- 

- 

- 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections  ... 

- 

- 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

8. 

Measles 

- 

- 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  conditions 

- 

- 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

- 

- 

- 

11. 

,,  ,,  lung  . 

2 

- 

2 

12. 

,,  ,,  breast  ...  ... 

- 

1 

1 

13. 

,,  ,,  uterus 

- 

2 

2 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

9 

1 

3 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ... 

- 

- 

16. 

Diabetes  . 

- 

- 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  ... 

- 

- 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

1 

1 

2 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

- 

- 

- 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

1 

- 

1 

21. 

Other  circulator}^  disease 

- 

- 

- 

22. 

Influenza 

- 

- 

23. 

Pneumonia 

- 

3 

3 

24. 

Bronchitis  ... 

2 

- 

2 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 

- 

- 

- 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

- 

- 

— 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

- 

- 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 

- 

- 

- 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ... 

- 

- 

- 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

- 

- 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

- 

1 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ... 

1 

3 

4 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ... 

1 

_ 

1 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

3 

- 

3 

35. 

Suicide 

1 

- 

1 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  War 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

15 

11 

26 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


An  outbreak  of  measles  occurred  in  early  Summer,  the  children 
concerned  being  mainly  from  the  Melmerby-Wath  district.  During 
the  year  50  cases  were  notified. 

Other  notifiable  diseases  reported  during  the  year  were, 
1  whooping  cough,  1  pneumonia  and  3  tuberculosis.  The  latter 
were  all  residents  in  the  area. 


PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 
Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  the  Friarage  Hospital, 
Northallerton,  under  the  control  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  con¬ 
tinued  to  carry  out  bacteriological  examinations  of  water,  milk, 
etc.,  and  we  are  indebted  to  them. 

Ambulance. 

The  district  is  served  by  the  Thirsk  Ambulance  Depot ; 
Telephone — Thirsk  2234.  After  10  p.m.  the  Telephone  Number 
is  Northallerton  446. 


District  Nurses. 

District  Nurses  are  responsible  in  their  respective  areas  for 
Midwifery/,  Home  Nursing,  Health  Visiting  and  School  Hygiene. 


The  Wath  Rural  District  is  served  by  : — 


Hutton  Conyers,  Norton  Conyers, 
Melmerby,  Middleton  Quernhow, 
and  Wath  ‘ . 


'  Nurse  Addison, 
Walton  House, 
Wath. 

,  Tel.  Melmerby  45. 


Asenby,  Baldersby,  Rainton 


Nurse  Dickinson, 
34,  East  Lea, 
Topcliffe. 

Tel.  Topcliffe  316. 


Dishforth  and  Marton-le-Moor 


'  Nurse  Savage, 
c/o  Miss  Wheatley, 
Myton-on-Swale. 

^  Tel.  Helperby  287. 
Note  :  Temporary 

arrangement  only 
until  appointment  of 
j  Kirby  Hill  Nurse, 
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CUNDALL 


•  •  • 


•  •  « 


«  •  • 


•  •  • 


Nurse  Savage, 

-  c/o  Miss  Wheatley, 
{as  above). 

\  Nurse  Halliday, 

Relief  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  f  “  Hillside,”  Asenby, 

[  Thirsk. 

*  Tel.  Topcliffe  335. 

Domestic  Help  Service. 

A  scheme  operates  under  Section  29  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act  to  give  domestic  help.  Assistance  up  to  44  hours  in 
any  week  can  be  provided,  Vv^ith  priority  to  domiciliary  confine¬ 
ments.  The  maximum  charge  is  3/-  per  hour,  but  many  cases  pay 
less  than  this,  the  cost  being  based  on  income  and  family  expenses. 

The  service  is  administered  from  the  Area  Health  Office, 
Easingwold.  Telephone — Easingwold  324. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 

The  Mobile  Clinic  makes  visits  to  the  area  as  follows  : — 

Dishforth  R.A.F.  Station...  Alternate  Mondays  at  2  p.m. 

Dishforth  Village  ...  ...  Every  four  weeks— -on  Monday  at 

10-15  a.m. 

Wath  Village  ...  ...  Every  four  weeks — on  Tuesday  at 

10-15  a.m. 

Care  of  the  Aged,  Welfare,  Prevention  of  Illness,  etc. 

The  Medical  Officer  is  responsible  for  the  day-to-day  adminis¬ 
tration  of  these  services  by  virtue  of  his  appointment  with  the 
County  Council.  The  District  Welfare  Officer  is  stationed  at  the 
Area  Health  Office  at  Easingwold  and  he  maintains  full  co-operation 
with  the  Medical  Officer. 

Voluntary  Care  Committee. 

The  Committee  meets  quarterly  at  Easingwold  and  provides 
from  County  Council  Funds  assistance  to  persons  suffering  from 
tuberculosis.  Free  milk  is  provided  to  those  cases  nursed  at  home 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  Chest  Ph^^sician. 
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Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

Surveyor  and 
Public  Health  Inspector 
for  1957 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  \\"ath  Rural  District  Council. 
Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Report  for  1957. 

The  completion  of  the  link-main  from  Baldersby  St.  James  to 
Melmerby  resulted  in  a  much  more  reliable  supply  of  water  to  the 
area  and  the  year  was  singularly  free  from  breakdowns  and  inter¬ 
ruptions. 

Progress  continued  in  housing,  sewerage  and  other  fields  and 
details  are  given  later  in  the  Report. 

I  hope  that  the  information  will  be  of  value  to  the  members  of 
the  Council  as  a  record  of  achievement  during  their  term  of  office. 

Once  again  I  would  like  to  thank  members  of  the  Council  for 
their  continued  friendly  help  and  co-operation  since  my  appoint¬ 
ment. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Yoar  obedient  Servant, 

* 

G.  A.  W.  HEPPELL, 

Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector. 

STATISTICS. 

The  table  on  the  next  page  sets  out  the  acreage,  number  of 
dwellinghouses  and  estimated  population  of  each  parish  in  the 
rural  district. 

The  number  of  houses  is  an  actual  count  from  the  Rate  Book 
and  includes  a  small  number  of  houses  which  are  subject  to  Orders 
under  the  Housing  Act  and  which  are  at  present  unoccupied,  in 
addition  to  married  quarters  at  a  Service  aerodrome. 

The  population  is  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General  for  mid- 
1957.  It  shows  an  average  of  4.0  persons  per  house. 
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Number  of 

Estimated 

Parish 

Acreage. 

Houses. 

Population 

Asenby 

1,179 

56 

224 

Baldersby 

1,831 

77 

308 

Cundall-with-Leckby  . . . 

2,052 

37 

148 

Dishforth 

1,765 

155 

1574 

{inc.  48 

(inc.  954 

Married 

Service 

Quarters) 

personnel) 

Hutton  Conyers 

3,212 

52 

208 

Marton-le-Moor 

1,679 

47 

188 

Melmerby 

1,139 

86 

344 

Middleton  Quernhow  . . . 

763 

25 

100 

Norton  Conyers 

1,042 

17 

68 

Rainton-with-Newby  ... 

1,578 

103 

412 

Wath 

767 

64 

256 

17,007 

719 

3830 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  new  four  inch  link  main,  1,467  yards  long,  was  completed 
during  the  year,  joining  together  the  Baldersby  St.  James  borehole 
supply  and  the  Melmerby  Springs  supply.  The  main  was  laid 
from  Baldersby  St.  James  to  Ward’s  corner  and  thence  across  the 
fields  to  the  A.l.  near  York  Gate  Earm. 

This  new  main  enabled  us  to  re-organise  the  supply  system 
and  at  the  end  of  April,  the  village  of  Baldersby  was  cut  off  from 
the  Melmerby  supply  and  supplied  from  Baldersby  St.  James.  This 
left  the  Melmerby  supply  serving  the  village  of  Melmerby  and  the 
Depot  only,  as  was  the  case  prior  to  1947,  but  there  was  no  im¬ 
provement  in  the  pressure  in  the  village.  The  output  of  the  St. 
James  pump  was  increased  from  10,000  gallons  a  day  to  14,500 
gallons  per  day. 

Alterations  to  the  pipes  at  the  Melmerby  reservoir  enabled  us 
to  extend  the  St.  James  supply  to  the  village  of  Melmerby  itself 
and  this  was  done  at  the  «nd  of  July.  The  output  of  the  St.  James 
pump  was  further  increased  to  24,000  gallons  per  day. 

The  Melmerby  springs  supply  now  serves  the  M.O.S.  Depot 
only,  but  can  readily  be  brought  into  use  to  supply  the  whole  of  the 
system  now  served  by  St.  James.  In  fact,  for  several  hours  during 
a  fault  at  the  St.  James  pumphouse,  it  did  serve  the  whole  of  the 
area,  although  the  pressure  is  reduced  to  half. 

The  introduction  of  small  quantities  of  sodium  metaphosphate 
into  the  St.  James  supply  to  prevent  scaling  up  of  domestic  hot 
water  systems,  started  during  the  year.  It  is  hoped  that  by  this 
means  the  damage  caused  by  our  hard  water  can  be  minimised, 
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The  table  below  sets  out  the  number  of  houses  served  by  the  various  sources  of  supply.  It  shows  that  634 
houses  (88.1%)  have  a  piped  supply  in  the  house,  13  houses  (1.9%)  obtain  water  from  a  stand-pipe  and  72 
houses  (10.0%)  obtain  water  from  other  sources. 
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The  Hutton  Conyers,  Marton-le-Moor  and  Wath  supplies 
continued  to  function  with  a  minimum  of  trouble  and  we  had  no 
shortage  of  water. 

Complaints  were  received,  however,  from  Dishforth,  that  the 
pressure  was  poor  and  that  the  supply  failed  completely  on  occas¬ 
ions  of  peak  demand.  This  problem  was  taken  up  with  the  Thirsk 
District  Water  Company,  who  provide  us  with  a  supply  in  bulk  for 
this  village. 

A  piped  supply  of  water  is  available  to  all  villages  and  hamlets 
in  the  area  and  only  20  houses  in  the  area  are  without  a  pure  public 
or  private  supply  of  water.  These  are  isolated  properties  which 
cannot  be  served  by  our  existing  supplies.  Samples  of  water  were 
taken  from  most  private  supplies  and  the  occupiers  informed  of  any 
deterioration  in  the  quality  of  the  water. 


Sources  of  Supply. 


The  Council  derive  water  from  two  groups  of  springs  and 
three  boreholes  and  purchase  water  in  bulk  for  Cundall  and  Dish¬ 
forth.  The  total  yield  from  our  five  sources  is  : — 


Melmerby  Springs 
Hutton  Conyers  Springs 
Wath  borehole 
Marton-le-Moor  borehole 
Baldersby  St.  James  borehole 


50,760  gallons  per  day. 
10,000 
15,000 
25,000 
175,000 


Our  records  show  that  the  total  consumption  of  water  in  the 
area  during  the  year  was  just  over  eighteen  million  gallons,  very 
slightly  less  than  for  1956.  The  quantities  consumed  from  each 


source,  were  : — 

Melmerby 
Hutton  Conyers 
Wath 

Marton-le-Moor 
Baldersby  St.  James 
Cundall  (Bulk) 
Dishforth  (Bulk) 


Galls,  per  day 
4,871,585  galls,  equivalent  to  — 

550,000  „  „  1507 

1,252,966  „  „  3433 

1,320,000  „  „  3616 

6,245,000  „  „  — 

1,639,000  „  „  4638 

2,312,000  „  „  6,337 


Total  ...  18,190,551  gallons. 


Water  Analyses. 

Regular  checks  continued  to  be  made  on  the  purity  of  both 
public  and  private  water  supplies.  Of  the  38  samples  taken  from 
the  mains,  all  but  5  were  completely  satisfactory.  The  unsatisfac¬ 
tory  samples  occurred  at  Hutton  Conyers  and  were  remedied  by 
chlorination  and  flushing. 

1 1  samples  out  of  23  taken  from  private  supplies  were  found  to 
be  unsatisfactory.  Most  of  these  were  from  one  supply  and  the 
source  of  contamination  was  removed  by  the  owner. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

No  new  lengths  of  sewer  have  been  laid  during  the  year. 

The  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  authorised  us 
to  obtain  tenders  for  the  scheme  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 
for  Rainton  village,  after  a  delay  of  almost  a  year  from  approval  of 
the  scheme,  and  a  tender  was  accepted.  It  is,  of  course,  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  Minister  and,  although  this  was  given,  no 
indication  had  been  given  by  the  end  of  the  year  of  the  amount  of 
grant  towards  the  scheme.  In  consequence  of  this  no  work  was 
started.  The  total  cost  of  the  work  is  approximately  ;fl5,000. 

In  view  of  the  delay  with  the  Rainton  scheme,  no  progress  was 
made  with  the  scheme  for  Baldersby. 

The  new  disposal  works  at  Wath  continued  to  function  satis¬ 
factorily  and  a  good  effluent  was  produced. 

The  old  settling  tank  at  Middleton  Quernhow  was  replaced 
with  a  larger,  more  efficient  tank,  which  should  improve  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  water-course  into  which  the  sev/age  from  this  small 
village  discharges. 

In  the  7  remaining  villages,  sewage  continues  to  discharge  to 
open  water  courses  after,  in  most  cases,  slight  settlement.  15 
small  tanks  and  1,397  yards  of  watercourse  are  cleaned  out  by  the 
Council,  to  alleviate  the  nuisance  caused  by  this  unsatisfactory 
means  of  disposal. 


HOUSING. 

The  Exchequer  now  makes  an  annual  contribution  only  for 
houses  built  to  replace  ‘  slum  ’  houses  and  for  one-bedroom  dwell¬ 
ings  for  the  elderly.  This  has  meant  that  houses  cannot  be  built 
for  ordinary  applicants  on  the  housing  list  at  a  reasonable  rent 
unless  they  are  heavil}^  subsidised  by  the  rates  or  by  the  present 
tenants  of  our  Council  houses.  The  raising  of  the  Bank  Rate  and 
consequent  higher  cost  of  borrowing  has  put  the  economic  rent  of 
a  house  beyond  -the  pocket  of  most  of  our  housing  applicants,  who 
are  principally  lower-paid  workers,  or  at  any  rate,  below  the 
national  average. 

During  the  year,  5  bungalows  were  completed  at  Dishforth 
and  2  at  Cundall.  4  were  occupied  by  families  from  unfit  houses, 
2  by  elderly  persons  and  the  other  by  a  family  from  a  ‘  tied  ’  cottage. 
It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that,  because  the  Council  feel  that  tliey  must 
build  bungalows  with  two  bedrooms,  they  are  unable  to  claim  the 
subsidy,  although  they  are  occupied  by  elderly  persons. 

We  now  have  118  houses  in  the  following  parishes  : — 


Asenby 

...  9 

Hutton  Conyers 

6 

Baldersby 

T) 

Marton-le-Moor . . . 

12 

Cundall 

6 

Melmerby 

24 

Dishforth 

...  31 

Rainton 

14 

Wath 

10 

12 


A  block  of  3  bungalows  was  almost  completed  at  Melmerby 
and  a  site  obtained  and  a  tender  accepted  for  a  further  block  of 
3  at  Baldersby.  At  Hutton  Conyers  a  site  was  bought  for  4  bungal¬ 
ows  and  plans  were  being  prepared. 

Housing  Act,  1957. 

Further  progress  was  made  in  dealing  with  unfit  Category  5 
houses.  A  Closing  Order  was  made  on  1  house,  undertakings 
not  to  re-occupy  were  accepted  on  5  more,  1  house  was  demolished 
voluntarily  and  2  houses  were  demolished  following  Orders  made 
previously. 

Very  few  unfit  houses  remain  of  the  original  list  of  89  placed 
in  Category  5  in  the  Rural  Housing  Survey.  Many  have  been 
altered  or  improved  by  the  owners  and  others  have  been  dealt  with 
by  the  Council  when  they  became  vacant,  thus  avoiding  the 
necessity  of  re-housing  a  tenant. 

Minor  defects  were  remedied  in  32  houses  as  a  result  of  informal 
action  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts. 

Housing  x\ct,  1949. 

Further  assistance  by  way  of  Grants  was  given  towards  the 
cost  of  improving  or  converting  houses.  Grants  were  approved  in 
respect  of  10  houses,  bringing  the  total  given  since  the  inception  of 
the  scheme  to  38. 

Amenities  in  Houses. 

Progress  continued  in  the  provision  of  baths  and  the  conversion 
of  closets  to  the  water-carriage  system,  with  and  without  the  aid 
of  Improvement  Grants.  64%  of  the  houses  in  the  area  now  have 
a  bath,  76%  a  water-closet,  19%  a  privy  and  5%  a  pail  closet. 


SANITARY  CONVENIENCES. 


Parish 

Total 

Number 

of 

Houses 

Closet 

Accommc 

)dation 

Baths 

Pails 

Privies 

Water 

Closets 

Asenby 

56 

5 

18 

33 

34 

Baldersby 

77 

9 

30 

38 

41 

Cundall-witli-Leckby 

37 

4 

12 

21 

24 

Dishforth 

155 

3 

11 

141 

123 

Hutton  Conyers 

52 

3 

11 

38 

35 

Marton-le-Moor 

47 

2 

8 

37 

29 

Melmerby 

86 

— 

2 

84 

67 

Middleton  Quernhow  .  . 

25 

1 

7 

17 

16 

Norton  Conyers 

17 

4 

7 

6 

12 

Rainton-with-Newby  .  . 

103 

6 

20 

77 

58 

Watli 

64 

3 

9 

52 

51 

Totals 

719 

40 

135 

544 

490 

1 
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SUPERVISION  AND  INSPECTION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  and  Dairies. 

There  are  9  registered  distributors  of  milk  in  the  area,  3  being 
residents  and  6  operating  from  outside  the  district.  In  addition, 
several  farmer  producer-retailers  (who  are  registered  with  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food)  supply  small  quantities 
direct  to  customers  or  emplo3/ees. 

All  milk  supplied  by  the  distributors  registered  by  the  Council 
is  either  tuberculin-tested,  sterilised  or  pasteurised.  The  onl}^ 
raw  ungraded  milk  consumed  is  that  supplied  direct  from  the 
farms. 

Meat. 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  the  area  and  only  one  butcher's 
shop.  Most  of  the  meat  consumed  is  bought  from  vans  operating 
from  neighbouring  towns,  where  the  animals  are  killed.  The  con¬ 
dition  of  the  vans  was  generally  good.  I  would,  however,  like  to 
see  more  meat  offered  for  sale  pre-packed,  to  avoid  unnecessary 
handling  and  possible  contamination. 

Ice-Cream. 

Three  shops  in  the  district  are  licensed  to  retail  ice-cream.  All 
obtain  ice-cream  pre-packed  from  large  manufacturers  and  retail 
it  as  received.  Several  vans  from  outside  the  area  also  retail 
during  the  summer.  There  are  no  manufacturing  premises. 

Food  Shops. 

There  are  seven  general  food  shops,  eight  licensed  premises 
and  three  cafes  in  the  area,  to  which  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 
apply.  Conditions  generally  are  fairl}^  good,  with  the  exception  of 
one  licensed  house.  Unfortunately  the  village  shops  carrv  such  a 
large  quantity  and  variety  of  goods  in  a  limited  space  that  regular 
cleansing  is  well-nigh  impossible.  There  are  several  well-equipped 
mobile  shops  operating  in  the  area  and  they  maintain  a  high  stand¬ 
ard.  Retailing  from  small  vans,  however,  leaves  much  to  be 
desired. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

There  was  very  little  evidence  of  any  major  infestation  by  rats 
in  the  area  during  the  year,  although  several  small  infestations 
were  found  and  treated.  All  the  sewerage  systems  and  disposal 
works  were  dealt  with  twice.  The  waste  food  put  into  litter  baskets 
on  the  trunk  road  lay-bys  attracted  rats  at  three  points  in  the  area 
and  they  proved  to  be  a  considerable  nuisance.  It  seems  likely 
that  periodic  infestations  will  take  place  and,  by  arrangement  with 
the  Highway  Authority,  we  have  arranged  to  deal  with  them. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 


A  fortnightly  collection  of  domestic  refuse  from  every  house  in 
the  area  continued.  The  first  year’s  work  by  our  new  contractor 
was  noteworthy  for  the  efficient  and  courteous  service  provided. 
No  complaints  were  received  and  collections  were  made  to  a  regular 
schedule. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

We  have  no  large  works  in  the  area,  but  twelve  small  premises 
are  classed  as  factories.  They  are  : — 

3  Agricultural  engineers 

1  Electrical  engineer 

2  Automobile  engineers 

1  Sawmill 

1  Grain- drying  plant 

2  Joiners 

1  Warehouse  (M.O.S.) 

1  Packing  shed  (M.O.S.) 

All  these  premises  were  visited  during  the  year,  with  particular 
reference  to  the  adequacy  and  condition  of  the  sanitary  conven¬ 
iences.  A  new  W.C.  and  wash-basin  were  provided  following 
representations  to  the  owners. 

The  information  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Labour  is  as 
follows  : — 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

notices 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

i.  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6  are 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Amthority 

7 

ii.  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  above  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

5 

10 

iii.  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

— 

— 

-  -- 

Total 

12 

25 

— 

— 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS  DURING  1957. 

House  inspections  under  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  60 

House  re-inspections  25 

Housing  Survey  .  20 

Housing  Act — Improvement  Grants  ...  ...  ...  75 

Inspections  and  re-inspections  re  nuisances  ...  ...  34 

Buildings  under  construction  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Water  Supplies  .  251 

Sewage  disposal  .  70 

Drainage  .  54 

Cesspools  and  sewage  tanks...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Dykes  and  watercourses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Housing  Management  and  repair  ...  ...  ...  ...  313 

Housing  sites .  44 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25  . 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Rodent  control  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  92 

Temporary  dwellings  and  caravans  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Petroleum  storage  .  14 

* 

Miscellaneous  visits  and  interviews  ...  ...  ...  104 

Infectious  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Refuse  collection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Town  Planning  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

National  Assistance  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Samples — milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Samples — water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 


Total  ...  1411 
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